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six of them had young babies in arms. Those women were with one
exception all Tamilians.
As it was an offence to enter the Transvaal from Natal without a
permit, it was equally an offence to enter Natal from the Transvaal*
Gandhi's strategy was that if the women resisters were arrested upon
entering Natal, well and good. But if they were not arrested, it was
arranged that they should proceed to and post themselves at New-
castle, the coal-mining centre in Natal, and advise the indentured
labourers there to go on strike. The women resisters* mother tongue
was Tamil, and the majority of labourers on the coalfields hailed
from the Madras Presidency and spoke Tamil or Telugu*
The women resisters who had been disappointed in the Transvaal
now entered Natal but were not arrested for entering the province
without permits. They, therefore, proceeded to Newcastle and set
about their work according to plan with immediate results. The
labourers were touched to the quick and more than three thousand
indentured Indians at the coal-mines struck work on October 17.
The colliery-owners were frightened. Their employees had no
grievance against them. The strike, though it paralysed the coal-
owners, was really directed against the Government. The employers
appealed to the Government for additional police, but they replied
that there was no danger. The employers went on supplying the
strikers with rations until the Government intimated their intentions.
The colliery-owners met Gandhi at the Chamber of Commerce.
Gandhi emphasized the point that the strike was not a part of the
general passive resistance struggle; the strike was necessitated by the
Government's refusal to carry out the promise of repeal of the £3 tax
made to Gokhale and as soon as the Government did the needful, the
strikers would rejoin the work.
The Government could no longer leave the Transvaal women
satyagrahis free to pursue their activities. On October 21 they were
sentenced to imprisonment for three months and were kept in the
same prison as the Phoenix party. Bai Fatma Mehtab and her
mother were the first Muslim satyagrahis to be sent to prison.
The women showed exceptional bravery. They were innocent of
legal technicalities, and many of them had no idea of country, their
patriotism being based only upon faith. Some of them were illiterates
and could not read newspapers. But they knew that the Indians*
honour was at stake. Their going to jail was "a cry of agony and

